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ABORTION — TRISOMY 21 
650. Hon Nick Goiran to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health: 
How many abortions were performed at 20 weeks gestation, or later, with the justification for the abortion given 
as “Trisomy 21” between 1 July 1999 and 31 December 2017? 
Hon Alanna Clohesy replied: 
The reporting of post-20 week abortions can be from two sources: 
A panel appointed by the Minister for Health considers applications for induced abortions at 20 weeks gestation 
or later. The panel provides “approvals” and collects information to explain its decision making. Due to changes 
in its documentation process implemented in 2014, information is only available for cases from November 2014 
onwards. 
The Abortion Notification System Data Collection held by the Department of Health which includes details 
collected via a “Form 1” for each abortion “performed”. It has, since 2002, included a data element described on 
the Form as “reason for termination of pregnancy” which provides clinicians with the opportunity to tick one of 
four nominated reasons. If the reason of “Actual fetal abnormality” is ticked, there is an instruction “Specify if 
known” and the response to this is provided by the clinician in free text. Note that the version of the Form 1 used 
from 1999 to 2002, did not include a data element on reason for the termination of pregnancy. 
The response to the question has been provided from both sources: 
Ministerial Panel: 
The panel has approved less than five post 20 week abortions where the explanation for the abortion was given as 
‘Trisomy 21’ since November 2014 to 31st December 2017. 
Abortion Notification System data: 
Since 2002, when the form was changed, there have been 43 abortions where trisomy 21 has been entered in free 
text in a response to “Reason for termination of pregnancy” in the Abortion Notification System Data Collection. 
When the “Reason for Termination of Pregnancy” of “actual fetal abnormality” is selected, free text is requested 
on the form via the instruction “specify if known.” In some cases, more than one abnormality is specified, including 
when trisomy 21 is referred to. For example the actual fetal abnormality noted is “complex cardiac condition in 
the presence of trisomy 21”. 

Note: Health information is considered identifiable when it either directly identifies an individual or has the 
potential to indirectly identify an individual based on a combination of identifiers or based on small cell sizes. 
A cell size is considered small if the value is less than 5. Accordingly the exact response to the answer in relation 
to the Ministerial Panel has not been provided. 
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